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Faith Bad ('out rut men t. 

Each night is followed by its day, 
Each storm by fairer weather, 

While all the works of nature sing 
Their psalms of y>y together. 

Then learn, O heart, their songs of hope ! 

Cease, soul, thy thankless sorrow ; 
For though the clouds be dark to-day," 

The sun shall shine to-morrow. 

Learn well from bird and tree and rill 
The sins of dark resentment, 

And know the greateat gift of God 
la faith uud sweet contentment. 

J. Km* AH J0NE8. 


BACCALAUREATE SERMON. 


Del ir ured at the College Chapel, Ashland College, 
Ma j 15. I -Mi. 


BT ELDEH H K 1IULSINGER. 
''For 1 !io wages of sin in dent b, but the gift of God In eternal 
life, through Jesus (Jlirisl our Lord,'' Bom. 8 [ -i". 

We have in our text, sin contrasted with right- 
eousness u mil rstood, wages with gift, and death 
with lite. 

Sin, 111 iU general acceptation, implies Transgres- 
sion of tin law of God. Any violation of God 'h 
will, in purpose or conduct- A moral deficiency 
in character, 

h is here used allegorioally, and is represented 
a* an employer. As such lie. engages the services 
of others, In id urn for services rendered he of 
ids certain remuneration. This is called the 
wayt/i- ol Kin. 

Wages is a stipulated payment for service per- 
formed. Compensation. He for whom one- labors 
does the bidding and pays the wages. Sin pays 
wages [the wages is stipulated ; it is delimit, it is 
deaff). 

Death is a sensation ul fern- vital functions. Ex- 
tinction. Total pi ivation or loss. 

We have a clear deduction, then, from our text, 
that lie that sinnelh shall die, which is almost ex- 
actly the language of anuliiir author in the divine 
word. 

And in our investigation unlay, we do not pro- 
pose to eu;iHue euibeil to ihe immediate, or cash 
down payment ot this- hard taskmaster, Sin, but 
wish to notice it in all its concomitants, no matter 
how remote. It the result of sin wete always in- 
stant death, much suffering might be spared the 
human family. It is the compound interest at 
which the wages ot sin is often put out which 
makes the penalty so sev re, and especially when 
the children ol the second and third generation 
must pay it. 1 am now thinking of sin in a viola 
Hon of the natural laws of God, which is always 
followed l>y loss ol the vital functions, if not a ces- 
sation. 

It was in this way we believe, the decree of God 
wi» fulfilled when he said, "In the day thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." Some translators 
render it, "Dying thou shalt die." That is, thou 
shall begin to die. As for instance, when a per- 
son receives poisonous substances into his system ; 
he moat not necessarily die immediately, but death 
is inevitable j and debility, the ordinary forerunner 
of death, ut once begins its work. The result is 
only a matter of*.ime. 

The A pus tie James puts it most definitely : 

"Every man is tempted when he is drawn away 
ot his own lust and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth foiLh death." Jas. 1 : 14, 15. 

How important, therefore, that we should avoid 
ain , in all its forms, as its end and all its results 
must be destruction. Having fitly and emphatic 
ally impressed that iaet upon our minds, I will 
gladly leave that part of my subject for a more 
pleasant theme. However, it is highly important 
that the voice of warning should be raised, and the 
danger pointed out to us. O how much suffering we 
could spare ourselves, were we more careful in 
avoiding the contaminating influences of sin. If 
young jieople were aware of the pernicious results 
of certain bad habits, before they have formed 
them, they would surely avoid them. Please no- 
tice that one of the definitions of sin is, Moral de- 
ficiency in character. The good Lord haB given 
you talents, and these talents, whether you have 
one or ten, it is jour moral duty to improve and 


strengthen, and failing to do so will be sin, and the 
end of such ein, if not repented ot, will be mental 
and moral destruction. For our text declares that, 
The wages of sin is death. 

Physical defects, a r a rule, are occasioned by 
violations of physical laws. And he is a philan- 
thropist, and in my own estimation, a co-worker 
with God, who assists men and women in improv- 
ing and beautifying the human species, morally, 
mentally, or physically. And as a very heavy 
penalty rests upon the person who has been con- 
victed of maiming the.budy of a human being, is 
not he equally criminal who, knowingly violating 
Nature's laws, inflicts a monstrocity upon society, 
or a deformity upon himself or his posterity ? 
Among the dangers of the present day, there is 
none more destructive than the tobacco habit, es- 
pecially to young persons. The debility the im- 
bicility, the poverty and the death, occasioned by 
this evil habit alone, is simply enormous. The 
drink habit is more destructive, perhaps, but is not 
so universal. You need neither of these, my dear 
young friends, for the best men of every communi- 
ty refrain from them. Vice and immorality, of all 
classes, and all immoderate habits and irregulari- 
ties, should bo carefully guarded against, or they will 
assuredly become the inroads to the destruction ot 
soul and body. Shun them as you would venom- 
ous serpents. The result of every campaign of 
sin, logically carried out, is death. He v. Small 
says, "The most dismal letter in the alphabet is 
the letter 'd,' because it begins so many dismal 
words. A man by sin goes from debt to dishonor, 
to disease, degradation, death and damnation. 
Whatever may be the character of a man's sin, 
and from whatever point he may start, he starts in 
a maze and all roads lead to death. A man who 
has given himself up to satan tends to death. 
When he enters upon sin he meetB his first corpse 
on the road, in the death of his own self respect. 
No man can transgress the law otGod, without 
losing his self respect, the death of which is the be- 
ginning of a life ol hypocrisy. When a man be- 
gins to lose his self respect, he thinks all the woi Id 
is losing respect for him. He then begins to Iopc 
his character, and at the second mile-post of sin 
character dies " 

Now let us look upon the brighter side of life. 
It will be a relief to all we hope. And it is pleas- 
ing to know that the dark cloud we have been 
viewing has a blight side to it. 

"But the gift of God is eternallije." 

A gilt is anything voluntarily transferred by one 
person 10 another without compensation, "A gift 
is usually from one who is in sumc respect a su- 
perior, and is designed for the relief or benefit of 
the one who receives it." In this case it is strictly 
from a Sujierior, and designed only for the relief of 
the recipient. 

But it is asked, Why is the result of wrong do- 
ing called wages, and that of right doing a gift? 
It is not. It is the privilege and power to do 
right " which is a gift. Doing right or wrong are 
only the outcropping* or fruits of a good or bad 
condition ot the human mind and heart. All that 
man can do toward his conversion, or reformation 
or salvation, is to desire it, and be willing to re- 
ceive it. As a natural result, he will pray for it, 
and when it is given him, he will appreciate and 
rightly appropriate it. Let me illustrate. 

You are bankrupt. Your creditors have closed 
in on you, and your property is under execution. 
But you have not wherewith to pay. In your ex- 
tremity a friend intercedes. He presents you with 
a sufficient amount of money to meet all your ac- 
counts, This money is & oifl. You had no claim 
upon the donor. He is your superior In all things, 
and it is intended fbr your relief from your dis- 
tress. But it must be appropriate to the purpose 
to which it was bestowed. This is your part of 
the work. You would not ask your friend to go 
and pay off all your noteB and mortgages and judg- 
ments. It is enough that he has given you the 
means wherewith it may be done. So in religion ; 
the grace of God has appeared unto all men, but 
it teacheB us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live righteous and godly liveB in this 
world. Let us see to it, that we receive not this 
grace of God in vain. The verse preceding my 


text says. "But now being made fre,e from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have yonr fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life" 

All life is precious. Life is not mere existence. 
He who merely exists, simply tolerates; he does 
not enjoy it. I love to see life enjoyed. Hence we 
prefer the spring time, when nature revives or re- 
lives. How young life enjoy | itself. Notice it in 
the sports of childhood and youth. Go oat in a 
spring morning and see the lambs gamboling over 
the meadows. How they enjoy their young life. 
Notice a bevy of boys at play, or a group of girls 
coming out of the schoolroom. What is it that 
makes them hustle and bustle and rattle and chat- 
ter in such bable like confusion ? It is in obedi- 
ence to the laws of their being ; their hearts beat * 
at that rate, and ifcthey could be restrained, they 
should not I have often wished we could imitate 
them in the church, not in noise and confusion, 
but in naturalness and earnestness. Notice it in 
the beauty and fragrance of the spring flowera 
which fairly laugh aloud as thty drink in the sun- 
shine and the rain, which have called them into 
existence. So young friends, let us receive God's 

precious gift of eternal life gratefully, and appro- 
priate it joyfully. 

All life is from God. Man cannot give life to 
anything, animal or vegetable. He may support, 
sustain, and prolong lite, but when once vitality 
has taken its departure, all is over. The artificial 
is a good imitation of nature, but it is lifeless. 
Man may produce, but he cannot create j he may 
make a facsimile of a grain of coin, but he cannot 
put into it the life germ. The Yankees are ac- 
credited with having made wooden nutmegs, but 
1 believe they can not make them grow. Balzac 
says, 

"God is the author, men are only the players. 
These grand pieces which are played on earth have 
been com nosed in heaven." If, then, '.'Life is of 
God, and is divine," as Longfellow says, it will be 
easy to conclude that the fruits of our life belong to 
God. 

All life is conditional. Physical life is produc- 
ed and reproduced by compliance with physical 
laws. * 

Moral life is conditional. It can only be enjoy- 
ed by obedience to the laws of morality. 

Social life is conditional ; to create it, all must 
conform to the rules of good (society. 

But, the gift of God is eleiwat life. 

II this temporal life is so valuable, how precious, 

how incalculably valuable must lie an everlasting 

life. In comparing the two, a poet says, 

"This life is but tin- iiaasage of a day. 
This life is but a pang uud alt is over ; 
But in the Hie to cuuie which fades not a**; 
Every love shall abide and every lover." 

No wonder the apostle becomes enthused when 
he contemplates this subject, or its kindred the » 
ressurrection of the dead, when he exclaims, 

"1 count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 
I have Buffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may win Christ, * * *. If 
by any means I might attain unto the ressurrec- 
tion of the dead." 

Eternal life, too, is conditional. 

A lawyer inquired of the Savior what he should 
do to inherit (not earn) eternal life? The ans- 
wer came readily, "What is written in the law ?" 
The lawyer repeated the commandments, when he 
was instructed, by Christ, "This do and thou shalt 
live" ' 

The scriptures teach us that, 

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in bim 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life, and be that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life but the wrath of God abideth on him." 

And again, 

"He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life." 

Christ calls to life \ we may respond, but of our- 
selves we cannot arise. Whorefore he calls, ■■ 
"Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ Bhall give thee light." 

As we labor, so shall be the reward, is as natu- 
ral as that effect should follow cause. If we work 


